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The 

Memory Of Water 
 by Shelagh Stephenson 

Directed by Alide Chaney 

 
BY ARRANGEMENT WITH ORiGiN™ THEATRI-
CAL, ON BEHALF OF SAMUEL FRENCH, LTD  

That’s one of the questions posed by award 

winning theatre company, Playlovers’, latest 

production, the classic British play, The 

Memory Of Water. The play is a larger than life 

and slightly mad study into human nature and 

the power of the past. 

Three sisters meet on the eve of their mother’s 

funeral. They each have different memories of 

the same events, causing constant bickering 

about whose memories are true. As the three 

women get together after years of separation, 

all their hidden lies and self-betrayals are about 

to reach the surface. The sisters drift around 

their own islands of memory, unable to agree 

on one particular point, and yet are unified by 

their familial bond 

Experienced director, Alide Chaney, is excited 

about the quality of acting from her cast. “[It] is 

outstanding”, she says. “I have already laughed 

and been moved to tears during the blocking of 

this exquisite piece of theatre.” She adds, "I 

think everyone should come and see this play 

because it covers issues that we all have, or 

are going to have, to face at some time in our 

lives. I feel sure that the audience will warm to 

each of the characters and love them in the 

same way that I do."  

Shelagh Stephenson is a British playwright and 

actor who began at thirteen and who was 

awarded an Olivier Award for Best Comedy for 

The Memory of Water in 1996 

 

WHAT DO YOU LEAVE BEHIND AFTER DEATH? 

Jennifer McGrath, Michelle Varley 

and Peter Neaves  

Anastasia Ward , Jennifer McGrath & Michelle Varley 

Cast and director of The Memory of Water  
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Please support Alzheimers WA 
 

Our July comedy, THE MEMORY OF 

WATER, is a poignant and funny look at 

families, memory and the pervasive 

power of the past. It also touches on the 

challenges facing families affected by 

diseases such as alzheimers and 

dementia.  

Playlovers is pleased to announce a 

special collaboration with Alzheimers WA 

for this season, whereby we are offering 

a special ticket offer to members of 

Alzheimers WA and we will also be 

placing fundraising tins in our front of 

house area during the run.  

We hope you'll all support this initiative 

by buying tickets and filling those tins!  

PERFORMANCE INFORMATION 

The Memory Of Water 

Dates and Times:    

15, 16, 21, 22, 23, 28, 29, 30 July at 8pm;  

24 July—High tea at 5pm followed by the 

performance  

 

Performance Venue: 

Playlovers Theatre (Hackett Hall), Draper St, 

Floreat,  

Doors open half an hour prior to curtain. 

 

Ticket Prices: 

$20 Adult           $15 Concession/children 

$15 group bookings (group =10 or more) 

There is an additional $5 charge for the early 

evening performance on Sunday 24 as 

this includes a pre-show high tea  

 

Bookings: 

Online: http://playlovers.org.au/online-bookings/ 

or  email bookings@playlovers.org.au  

or phone 0415 777 173  

CAST 

MARY Michelle Varley 

VI Lis Hoffmann 

TERESA Anastasia Ward 

CATHERINE Jennifer McGrath 

MIKE Mike Hodgen 

FRANK Peter Neaves 

ITA News 

The Independent Theatres Association has some 

noteworthy events coming soon. 

Youthfest 16 

17-18 September 2016  

At Stirling Theatre, Morris Place, Innaloo 

Dramafest 16 

21-26 September 2016  

At Stirling Theatre, Morris Place, Innaloo 

And although these are further off, it is worth 

noting that the Finley Nominations and the Finley 

Awards this year are both in December, not 

January. 

The 

Memory Of Water 
 continued 

Best wishes to Terry McAuley 

Terry McAuley, long-time Playlovers member, 

archivist and costume designer, has been in 

hospital for a while, recovering from successful 

surgery.  He returned home 4th July and is now 

recuperating under the care of David Young. 

We wish them both a good outcome. 

 

Lis Hoffman and Anastasia Ward in rehearsal  

http://playlovers.org.au/online-bookings/
mailto:bookings@playlovers.org.au
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From our President 

 

 

Hi Everyone, 

 

It is too damn 'cold'.  It is winter and we have to expect it, but please do not let that put you off 

from making a booking for The Memory of Water, our next production.  It is going to be a really 

great show.  We have a wonderful script, an award winning director, a fabulous cast (couldn't 

be better) and a great crew.  So rug up, we don't even mind if you come in your uggies and 

thick trackies, as long as you are warm.  You can partake in a complimentary sherry or port 

before the show and a hot tea or coffee at interval, plus the bar is open to help warm you up. 

You will not be disappointed with the evening. 

We still have nothing to report on the renovations to the theatre.   The Nedlands Council have 

been around and checked the building and we have not yet received the report.  When we do 

we will be in a better position to know what we can do and how we can go about getting the 

finance to tick items off our "to do" list, which seems to be growing. 

Bye for now. 

 

Bronwyn 

 

AUDITION  

A Little Princess 
Music by Andrew Lippa: Book and Lyrics by Brian Crawley 

Based on the novel by Frances Hodgson Burnett 

Directed by Lisa Johnston 

Auditions on Saturday 23rd July 2016 at 1:30pm 

Performance dates are 28 October-12 November.   

Auditions and performance at Playlovers Theatre (Hackett Hall), Draper St, Floreat. 

 

Want to be part of a WA premiere show? A Little Princess in November is looking for more cast members 

Calling all singers, dancers and actors!  A Little Princess is looking for more ensemble members to join this 

exciting new production. We are looking for men and women aged 16+, there are some minor male parts up 

for grabs and we are still looking for some more singers of African ethnicity (no experience required).  

This will be an exciting and fun show to be a part of. The ensemble will be heavily featured in this show, in 

some cases having more to do than some of the leads!  

Please share with your friends. Auditions are 1:30pm on the Saturday 23rd July.  

To Register or if you have any questions please email alpauditions@gmail.com.  

 

mailto:alpauditions@gmail.com
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A Successful Season for The Trolleys 
 

Our May season of the youth play The Trolleys has been a resounding 

success, despite the weather and consequent power outages which caused 

the cancellation of a couple of performances.  Nevertheless, audiences were 

strong and supportive and reviewers comments were most pleasing. 

The direction by Andie Holborn was “sensitive” and “polished”.  The young cast provided 

“Lovely ensemble work throughout” and “barely missed a cue”.  Additionally, the “chorus 

work by all six of the main characters would show up most adult performances“ 

The set (pictured right) was highly praised: 

The home of The Trolleys, is a "trolley tower" constructed from playground 

equipment, shopping trolleys, prams and assorted 'found' items, beautifully 

created by Richard Ferreira and Gordon Barnett. Its multi-level and dystopian but 

child-like design provided an excellent centre-point for the show. [K Shaw] 

By treating the performance with the design it deserves, [director Andie Holborn] 

(along with Lighting Designer John Woolrych and Set Construction team Richard 

Ferreira and Gordon Barnett) have created a professional feel that heightens the 

intensity of the brilliant script, and brings out the best in the young actors. A re-

purposed climbing gym creates a multi-dimensional platform for ‘Trolley Tower’, 

and clever additions such as the hanging jars of light provide a strong visual 

representation of the fading fortunes of the protagonists. [D James] 

The final comments by both reviewers would have given much 

satisfaction to all involved with this production. 

this was a strongly aesthetic show, which provided much food for thought. This well-written Australian play was a 

lovely choice of script and was sensitively presented by director Andie Holborn and her all-youth cast [K Shaw] 

As a youth performance, The Trolleys is outstanding. But where does it stand as a piece of theatre? It is a brilliant 

script, beautifully designed, and ably acted. It is dark for a kid’s show, but this enables some important social 

comment, sprinkled with moments of genuine warmth and humour. It offers thematic wealth and complexity, while 

remaining highly accessible to audiences young and old. It remains an unusual choice for this kind of run, but that’s 

part of its charm. Ultimately, The Trolleys isn’t just a good youth performance – it’s a good performance, and it 

deserves to be seen.  [D James] 

We also would like to express our thanks and congratulations to all involved - it was a 

great effort. 

Full reviews are online: Kimberley Shaw’s here and Dylan James’s here. 

 

 

http://www.stagewhispers.com.au/reviews/trolleys
http://www.australianstage.com.au/201605217807/reviews/perth/the-trolleys-%7C-playlovers-theatre.html
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Theatre Traditions: Did you know? 

Theatre people are very superstitious and one of the things one is not supposed to do is wish an actor 

"Good luck" before a performance.  Instead, it is customary to say "Break a leg".  There are numerous 

theories as to how this arose.  Basically it relates to the idea that by wishing something bad to befall an 

actor, it will not tempt the fates and so all will go well.   

But why "break a leg"?  

Some say it comes from Elizabethan terminology when to break a leg was used almost literally, breaking 

the LINE of the leg by bending it at the knee, as a successful actor would do when he bowed or curtseyed 

to accept applause.  Or alternatively, when he bent one knee to collect money that had been thrown onto 

the stage for him. 

Others relate it to the Ancient Greek tradition of stomping their feet to show appreciation; the harder one 

stomped the more likely one was to actually break a leg, although it may have been used figuratively 

rather than literally. 

It has also been traced back to 1766 when Samuel Foote, the Manager of the London’s Little Theatre, was 

thrown from his horse and broke his leg. Foote had been riding with the Duke of York, who had given 

Foote a bad horse as a prank. The Duke of York felt so bad about the accident he granted Foote the theatre 

license he had spent years lobbying for. The Little Theatre became the Theatre Royal Haymarket and the 

saying ‘Break a leg’ came to represent achieving success out of disaster. 
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What’s on Where When Bookings 

Brief Encounter Stirling Theatre 

Morris Place, Innaloo 

1-16 Jul 2016 www.trybooking.com/LATE 

Under the Blue Sky Melville Theatre 

Stock Rd and Canning Hwy 

Palmyra 

8-23 Jul 2016 http://www.meltheco.org.au/

bookings/ 

Shirley Valentine KADS Theatre 

Town Square, Barber St 

Kalamunda 

8-30 Jul 2016 9257 2668 

Backstage Koorliny Arts Centre 

Kwinana Town Centre 

15-23 Jul 2016 www.koorliny.com.au/Book-

Tickets.html 

Stars in the Making: Old 

Time Music Hall 

Roleystone Theatre 

Brookton Hwy, Roleystone 

22-23 Jul 2016 roleystonetheatre.com.au/ 

Bad Girls the Musical Blak Yak Theatre Inc 

Chrissie Parrott  Arts 

4 Sussex St, Maylands 

28 Jul-13 Aug 

2016 

www.trybooking.com/LMYH  

Prepare to Meet thy Tomb Garrick Theatre  

16 Meadow St, Guildford 

28 Jul-13 Aug 

2016 

9378 1990 

(10am-4pm & 7-9pm) 

Run for your Wife Limelight  Theatre 

Civic Drive, Wanneroo  

28 Jul-13 Aug 

2016 

www.limelighttheatre.com 

In the Spotlight Murray Music & Drama Club 

Murray Shire Council 

1915 Pinjarra Rd 

29 Jul-6 Aug 

2016 

0458 046 414  

Lord of the Flies Harbour Theatre in Camelot 

Theatre 

16 Lochee Street (cnr 

Solomon) 

Mosman Park 

29 Jul-7 Aug 

2016 

www.TAZTix.com.au 

Out of Order Rockingham Theatre  

8 Attwood Way 

Rockingham 

12-27 Aug 2016 www.rockinghamtheatre.com 

Hail Mary 2: The Haunting Old Mill Theatre 

Cnr Mends St  & Mill Point Rd, 

South Perth 

17-28 Aug 2016 9367 8719 

 

What’s on Where 

Playlovers’ Productions 2016 

QUIZ NIGHT 

 

 

16 April 

THE TROLLEYS 

 

Directed by 

Andie Holborn 

20-29 May 

THE MEMORY 
OF WATER 

 

Directed by 

Alide Chaney 

15-30 July 

ONE-ACT 
SEASON 

 

 

9-11 Sep 

A LITTLE 
PRINCESS 

 

Directed by 

Lisa Johnston 

28 Oct-12 Nov 

COMPLETED COMPLETED BOOKINGS OPEN   

https://www.trybooking.com/LATE
http://www.meltheco.org.au/bookings/
http://www.meltheco.org.au/bookings/
http://www.koorliny.com.au/Book-Tickets.html
http://www.koorliny.com.au/Book-Tickets.html
http://roleystonetheatre.com.au/
https://www.trybooking.com/LMYH
http://www.limelighttheatre.com
http://www.TAZTix.com.au
http://www.rockinghamtheatre.com
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COMMITTEE 2016 

President  Bronwyn Hammond 9447 0945  
Vice-President Lyn Hutcheon 9291 3405  
Secretary  
Treasurer Marie Corrigan 0414 529 736 
Committee Members: 
 Andrew Baker 0409 474 356  
 Jackie Brown  0402 962 856 
 Sean Bullock 0401 635 434 
 Alide Chaney  0403 367 047 
 Gaye Harvey 9446 9834 
 Ewen Malcolm 9284 9785  
 David Young  9444 2395  
 
 

                      PLAYLOVERS WEBSITE: www.playlovers.org.au 

            PLAYLOVERS INFORMATION EMAIL:  info@playlovers.org.au 

                              www.facebook.com/PlayloversWA 

 

 
The 

Memory Of Water 

Bookings Open 

15 to 30 July 2016 

Bookings: www.playlovers.org.au/online-bookings 

bookings@playlovers.org.au or 

0415 777 173 

http://www.playlovers.org.au
mailto:info@playlovers.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/PlayloversWA
https://www.facebook.com/PlayloversWA

